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injury of his enemies, quite regardless of its effect on the
common weal.   No doubt magic may be so employed, and
has in fact probably been so employed, in every part of the
world ;  in the Trobriand Islands themselves it is believed to
be similarly practised for nefarious purposes by sorcerers,
who inspire the natives with the deepest dread and the most
constant concern.    But in itself magic is neither beneficent
nor maleficent; it is simply an imaginary power of controlling
the forces of Nature, and this control may be exercised by
the magician for good or evil, for the benefit or injury of
individuals and of the community.   In this respect, magic is
exactly on the same footing with the sciences, of which it is
the bastard sister.   They, too, in themselves, are neither good
nor evil, though they become the source of one or other
according to their application.    It would  be absurd, for
example, to stigmatize pharmacy as anti-social, because a
knowledge of the properties of drugs is often employed to
destroy men as well as to heal them.   It is equally absurd to
neglect the beneficent application of magic and to single out
its maleficent use as the characteristic property by which to
define it.   The processes of Nature, over which science exer-
cises a real and magic an imaginary control, are not affected
by the moral disposition, the good or bad intention, of the
individual who uses his knowledge to set them in motion.
The action of drugs on the human body is precisely the same
whether they are administered by a physician or by a poisoner.
Nature and her handmaid Science are neither friendly nor
hostile to morality;   they are simply indifferent to it and
equally ready to do the bidding of the saint and of the sinner,
provided only that he gives them the proper word of command.
If the guns are well loaded and well aimed, the fire of the
battery will be equally destructive whether the gunners are
patriots fighting in  defence of their country or invaders
waging a war of unjust aggression.    The fallacy of differ-
entiating a science or an art according to its application and
the moral intention of the agent is obvious enough with
regard to pharmacy and artillery ;  it is equally real, though
to many people apparently it is less obvious, with regard to
magic.
The immense influence wielded by magic over the whole